
We are in the Same Boat



To mark the International Epilepsy Day, so called Purple Day (every second Monday of February), 
the 2019 Epilepsy’s Week (2019.2.11-17) was held in Ethiopia.

It is a campaign held by individuals and organizations sympathizing with patients with epilepsy 
that aims to rid the stigma of epilepsy and reduce the treatment gap of patients with epilepsy. 
For the 2019 event, upon request from the Ethiopian patients advocacy group 'Care-Epilepsy', 
MCM General Hospital and the Ethiopian Neurology Society co-organized and conducted a press 
conference and a epilepsy workshop to raise awareness about the disorder. Currently, Ethiopia’s 
number of epilepsy patients is estimated to be around 1 percent of the total population, or about a 
million, of which the percentage of young people under the age of 20 are very high at 60 percent. 
Unfortunately, they do not have the opportunity to receive proper treatment due to poor social 
awareness and low medical benefits, although medication alone can eliminate or improve seizures 
by 60 to 70 percent and also allows for surgical treatment. 

2019 Ethiopian Epilepsy Report - MCM Hospital

As explained by the MCM Hospital Director at the press conference, 
to improve the awareness of epilepsy and to provide proper treatment, 
1) the MCM hospital has already started an epilepsy clinic and 2) 
from February 2018, we started the Epilepsy Outreach Clinic for 
rural communities. With the continuous support from MCM, it’s 
now in parallel with the medical treatment and medical training of 
epilepsy monthly in the Yabelo, Fitche, and Bullbula regions. The 
public event for the epilepsy campaign held in the Meskel Square 
was a huge success, with more than 300-400 participants, including 
the Presidential Office and senior officials of the Ministry of Health, 
patients and their families, and volunteers. The event also consisted 
of pilot performances by the Addis Ababa police band and emergency 
first aid treatment education for epileptic seizures. In our MCM 
hospital, we continue to share our warm hearts with the patients with 
epilepsy, providing professional medical and surgical treatment, so 
that even here in Ethiopia, epilepsy patients, like roses in full bloom, 
can live beautiful l ives amidst the thorns of their il lness.



On January 14th and 15th, MCM’s very own dental 
team conducted a mobile clinic at the MARKAZI Yemen 
Refugee Camp in Djibouti. Dr. Maria, pediatric physician 
at MCM General Hospital, also accompanied the Dental 
Team. Among the patients seen, there were 60 general 
dental cases and teeth extractions, 17 denture cases, 
and about 100 pediatric patients. ONARS, a U.N.-
affil iated NGO, contributed significantly in carryingt 
out the logistics of the mobile clinic. The government 
officials of Yemen also expressed their gratitude after 
seeing in person the mobile clinic operate, as they 
were visiting Djibouti to monitor the situation of their 
refugees. The day after the mobile clinic ended, the 
Secretary-General of ONARS invited MCM Hospital’s 
Mobile Clinic team to his own office to deliver a letter 
of thanks expressing his gratitude. Currently in Djibouti, 
four refugee camps from Eritrea, Ethiopia, Somalia, 
and Yemen are fully operational. We want to extend an 
invitation for continual prayers for these refugees, as we 
hope to provide an opportunity for them to live without 
losing hope and fully looking towards God.

MCM Dentistry’s Mobile Clinic in Djibouti’s Yemen Refugee Camp



Short-term Volunteer Visits

Dr. Kim Hong-Shik (Nephrologist) and Dr. Kim .Jeong-Mi 

(Bronchiologist & Rheumatologist) visited MCM hospital for eight 

days from January 27 to February 4, from Los Angeles, USA. They 

are have been regularly visiting annually to treat patients, train local 

medical staff, and teach students in hospitals and medical colleges. In 

particular, Dr. Kim Jeong-Mi gave the following testimony: 

“Thank you God for allowing me to heal and save Ethiopian souls. 

Of course, we can help this place with donations from where we are. 

But every year we come here, we hear from our patients, ‘You are 

the doctor God sent for us,’ so even if my body is tired, I am blessed 

with a sense of clarity within my soul. We had a chance to become 

volunteers through Myungsung Hospital. Thank you for allowing us to 

participate in the work of God. I look forward to seeing you here every 

year.” 

Dr. Kim Hong-shik and Kim Jung-mi donated a library security facility, book loan system, and also a total of $2,400 

to the MCM's newly opened Family Medicine Unit (FMU) for 55-inch Smart TVs for education, in addition to donating 

towards expenses for charity club activities by our student-led associations. From now on, we’ll pray that Ethiopia 

will grow into the country that has many leaders who lead African Medical Missions with MCM hospital, that our MMC 

students will get better education, and that many people will come to believe in God through all this.



Customer's Day

On February 28th, Customer's Day event was held at MCM Hospital .  I t  was a t ime for  part ic ipants 
to  ask  ques t ions  and  ga ther  op in ions  on  how our  hosp i ta ls  can  deve lop ,  inc lud ing  hosp i ta l  ca re 
and  serv ices .  Of f i c ia l s  f rom 203  ins t i tu t ions  tha t  s igned  con t rac ts  w i th  our  hosp i ta l ,  i nc lud ing  8 
in te rna t iona l  o rgan iza t ions ,  were  p resen t  to  con t r ibu te  the i r  responses .  The  even t  w i l l  con t inue 
to  be  he ld  once  a  year.  Three  famous  b roadcas t ing  compan ies  in  E th iop ia  f i lmed the  even t  and 
i n te rv i ews ,  s ta t i ng  t ha t  t hey  we re  impressed  by  t he  pu rpose  o f  t he  hosp i t a l  and  the  hosp i t a l ’ s 
m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  p r o c e d u r e s .  S i n c e  t h e n ,  m a n y  o t h e r  h o s p i t a l s  h a v e  e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r  d e s i r e  t o 
improve the i r  own image by  implement ing  a  s imi la r  approach o f  execut ing  events  l i ke  what  MCM 
had accompl ished.  In  the  fu ture ,  we w i l l  cont inue to  conduct  research and ex tend e f fo r ts  fo r  the 
m iss i on  and  deve lopmen t  o f  ou r  hosp i t a l ,  t o  one  day  become  the  ro l e  mode l  E th i op ia ’s  f u tu re 
in  hea l thcare ,  poss ib ly  even  g loba l l y.  We ask  tha t  you  p ray  fo r  us ,  our  m iss ion ,  and  our  v is ion .



On January 14, MMC opened a Family Medicine Unit (FMU) in cooperation with MCM Hospital, starting with an 
opening service. MMC staff, students, and MCM staff all gathered together to worship and celebrate. Pastor Henock 
delivered the message, and Dr. Laura Johnson, who is in charge of FMU, explained the direction and purpose of the 
future. FMU will provide medical treatment for those who are unable to receive general treat the MCM, while providing 
an opportunity for medical students to interact with patients.

Through this, God’s love and Gospel will be planted first by the fellow medical students, opening the eyes of those 
being treated to God’s heart. And it will be a time for the patients to experience the healing and recovery through the 
medical students’ and doctors’ hands. 

Family Medicine Unit Opening Ceremony

MCM Hospital, First Lumbar Surgery with Local Anesthesia

On February 1, a spinal stenosis with only lower body anesthesia was successfully completed at MCM Hospital 
for the very first time. The surgery was performed under the guidance of Dr. Kwon Young-Dae, a neurologist and 
spinal specialist, and Dr. Baek Seung-Hyun, an anesthesiologist. In particular, the surgery was conducted only with 
lower body anesthesia in consideration of the age and various underlying conditions of Pastor Song Eui-Kwang’s 
father, Song Tae-Jong, who visited from South Korea. Since spinal surgery is usually performed only under general 
anesthesia, this feat was very meaningful to local medical staff, who had opportunity to learn from the surgerical 
methods and post-care methodologies. 

*Patient Interview by Pastor Song Tae-Jong:  
I 'm happy to have received the surgery at the MCM Hospital in Ethiopia.
Though I had several treatments in South Korea, I did not get much better. After hearing that the MCM hospital was 
performing spinal surgeries, I decided to act on this opportunity to receive treatment where my son was also on 
missions. I would like to thank Dr. Kwon Young-Dae, Dr. Baek Seung-Hyun, and the local medical staff for their help 
and successful treatment from the start of the surgery until I left the hospital. I will pray that Ethiopia’s MCM Hospital 
will deliver the love of God to the world and become a great hospital and center for furthering medicine in this nation 
and abroad. Thank you.



In early November, GoodNews Church and youth 
volunteers organized a program called "we are in 
the same boat" to celebrate Ethiopian Christmas 
so that all the institutions in the compound could 
worship together. Because Ethiopia's Christmas 
day is Sunday, Jan. 6, we worshiped at the 
GoodNews Church at the Big church on Saturday, 
January 5, according to the local schedule. MCM 
Hospital, MMC School of Medicine, GoodNews 
Korean Church, YDBB Gerji Church, South Sudan 
Church, Children's Choir attended.
In the worship services started by the pastor Song 
Eui-Kwang, after started, the special praise of 
each congregation, the poetry reading of the birth 
of Jesus, the gift sharing and the last group photo 
was progressed. It is the first time that so many 
congregation have worshiped together since the 
MCM compound founded. Through this service, I 
hope that the love of God will be equally shared 
with all worshipers in this place, and I hope that 
more united worship services will be offered in 
the future.

We are in the same boat

This past Jan. 8, MCM chapel invited the homeless and underprivileged people from the local community. Since 
January 7th is Ethiopia’s Christmas, we offered food, necessities, and Bibles to those invited, remembering Jesus and 
how He served those who had little to nothing. 

Although what we give is food and small gifts, we hope that God’s love and His heart will be passed on through the 
Bible given to them. May God’s love be delivered to those who do not know what is written through the daily reading of 
Scripture and the love we show them with our actions.

Christmas Day Service Opportunities



On January 19th, 2019, a very important event 

was held. "TIMIKATI" means "baptism" in 

Amharic, and it is one of the largest national 

holidays in Ethiopia, celebrating the baptism 

that Jesus received from Joh. All the churches 

of Ethiopia have one model covenant ruling, 

and when they do the occasion, they gather the 

covenants of the church and gather all the places 

in each area to perform a magnificent ceremony. 

The people of Ethiopia move the covenant 

hanging from the day before the day of dying, 

and dance, sing and blossom, and celebration 

ritual proceeds. Especially, there are many 

orders on the day of the “TIMIKATI”, but the thing 

that impressed me was that the Orthodox Abune 

Mathias led the order, and it was a ceremony to 

spread water to all the people gathered in order 

to celebrate the baptism of Jesus. The event 

will continue to broadcast on Ethiopian public 

broadcasters. I hope to be a life that will not only 

listen to the Lord's word but also thank the grace 

of the Lord at all times.

TIMIKATI of Ethiopia



Prayer Requests
1. For the stabi l i ty  of  Ethiopia’s economy and society
2.  For every s ingle person in the MCM compound to know and become one with God through Jesus Christ
3.  For the hol ist ic wel l -being of  the ministry staff ,  as wel l  as for  them to bear wi th fa i th God’s cal l ing
4. For the spir i tual  growth and spir i tual  recept iveness of  MMC students
5. For the MCM volunteers,  students,  and ministry staff  to have a heart  of  worship and to l ive in God’s grace.
6 .  Fo r  the  cons t ruc t i on  o f  m iss ions -based  chu rches  i n  E th iop ia ,  ra i s ing  up  m in i s te rs ,  and  the  p rov i s ion  o f  
resources and workforce.
7.  To bless al l  the churches and pastors praying for us,  as wel l  as their  fe l low staff .
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