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After the first COVID-19 confirmed case last March 

in Ethiopia, the total number of cases has exceeded 

70,000 at the end of September. The Ethiopian 

government, after considering the economic and 

infrastructural situations, has relaxed some measures 

of the national State of Emergency. It has also 

presented new procedures for treatment of 

COVID-19 patients.

ú Easing of the Mandatory Quarantine of Passengers

Previously, all travelers were quarantined at 

government-designated facilities for 14 days when 

entering the country. However, as a result of the 

decreased number of confirmed foreign passengers

and the reduced output from tourism, it is now 

possible to elect for the 7-day self-quarantine if a 

document confirming a negative result of COVID-19 

within 120 hours of entry is presented.

ú Quarantine and Treatment Protocol for Asymptomatic 

or Mild COVID-19 Patients

Due to the lack of hospital space for the increasing 

numbers of COVID-19 patients, the government is 

mandating self-quarantine for COVID-19 positive 

patients with mild or no symptoms. However, this 

criterion stipulates that the patient have no 

underlying diseases as well as access to an 

adequate environment for the quarantine to take 

place.

ú Easing of Tourism and Sports Activities 

There were restrictions on group sports, movement 

to other areas or tourism, but they have recently 

been eased. However, in athletic events, only the 

athletes and the related personnel may enter, and 

spectators are not allowed to enter the premises.

Experts claim that the inflection point has passed, 

and predict that the spread of COVID-19 will 

diminish. However, transmission rates are still over 

10% and as such, this situation merits constant 

vigilance, since transmission rates can quickly increase 

if protocols are not followed.

Eth iopia COVID-19 Report Eth iopia COVID-19 Report 
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MCM's Current Response to MCM's Current Response to MCM's Current Response to 

COVID-19COVID-19COVID-19   

MCM has been proactive in preventing the spread 

of COVID-19 since the beginning of the pandemic. 

Not only we have improved our testing facilities, 

but also practiced regular cleaning and disinfecting 

of our buildings and wearing PPE. We are 

continually adapting our prevention strategies to 

more effectively halt the transmission of the virus. 

ú Quarantine Facility for Potential COVID-19 Carriers

We have opened a quarantine facility especially for 

suspected patients who have a serious illness. Until 

the PCR results are revealed, for both the safety of 

the patient and of others, the potential carrier is 

quarantined in a special facility. As per governmental 

regulations, the COVID-19 confirmed patients are 

then transferred to the government hospital. 

ú Installation of a COVID-19 Testing Booth 

Due to difficulties in obtaining test kits as well as 

lack of personnel to administer the tests, Ethiopia 

has struggled to test enough people efficiently. In 

our newly installed testing booth, MCM can now 

perform PCR tests of its own, and receive results 

within two to three hours. Our laboratory has two 

PCR machines, as well as DNA isolation and 

analysis kits. We have also installed a negative 

pressure system to prevent the virus from leaving 

the confines.

Despite all these efforts in prevention, it is difficult to 

completely eradicate the virus that is so widespread in 

the community. Furthermore, it is comparatively more 

challenging to provide sufficient PPE and protective 

gear in Africa. Despite these circumstances, MCM has 

been doing the best it can to fight COVID-19 in the 

long term. With the dedication of the medical staff 

and God's blessing, MCM is taking steps toward hope 

and salvation amid the pandemic. We hope that God 

continues to protect and bless the medical personnel 

through these trying times, and that He lead us 

toward the path of recovery after quelling the virus. [Pictures 1-4: Inside the COVID-19 testing facilities]
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Love Towards Ethiopia Love Towards Ethiopia     
As COVID-19 spreads worldwide, many volunteers all over the globe are being recalled to their home 

countries. It is safe to say that international volunteering is currently at a hiatus. However, there are still 

some physicians who have come all the way to Ethiopia to help the people here and promote God's work.

[MOU with Dr.Mark Topazian]

Dr. Mark Topazian is a gastroenterologist who is a Professor of Medicine at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, 

Minnesota. MCM has reached a memorandum of understanding (MOU) with Dr. Topazian, and he will help 

train MCM gastroenterologists, especially in performing endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography 

(ERCP). It is our hope that the Ethiopian physicians will be able to perform advanced procedures on their 

own through this opportunity. Dr. Topazian remarked that “I have been blessed by opportunities to work 

together with colleagues at African hospitals, helping with medical education, research, and development of 

new patient care services. Please pray for me as I use the gifts God has given, that they would burn 

brightly in my life and bring him glory.”

Dr. Sukamal Saha is a surgical oncologist who has 

practiced in the state of Michigan for over 20 

years. For the last 15 years, he has annually 

performed over 500 surgeries, including head and 

neck cancer, gynecological cancer, pancreatic 

cancer, and hepatobiliary cancer. He is an expert in 

surgical oncology with numerous publications, and 

was in the top 1% of surgeons nationally. We are 

lucky to say that he has decided to take his 

talents to MCM to help improve the standard of 

oncology treatment in Ethiopia. The expertise 

brought by these physicians will be an important 

asset for MCM General Hospital, and we hope to 

see a more sophisticated and medically advanced   

           [Dr.Sukamal Saha & Medical Director]          MCM able to treat more patients in the future.
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This past March, the Ministry of Science and Higher 

Education (MoSHE) announced a temporary closing 

of all higher-educational institutions in Ethiopia, in 

preparation for the spread of COVID-19. 

However, as the suspension of in-person classes 

became too lengthy, MMC has implemented 

alternatives to ensure that the students continue to 

receive instruction. 

   [The students taking an examination in the Church] 

By using the video conference app ‘Zoom’, 

students are now able to interact real-time with 

fellow students and professors from their homes. 

To facilitate the transition to online classes, the 

professors virtually discussed about how classes 

would proceed from here on. In addition, we 

examined whether the preexisting IT infrastructure 

is adequate for remote learning. For those with 

little access to good internet connection, we 

provided lodging and school facilities to ensure 

that their learning experience would not be 

affected.

After the first round of online classes, last 

September the M1 and M2 students took their final 

examinations and small-group anatomy classes, 

thereby completing a module. MMC is continually 

monitoring the online classes and reviewing 

feedbacks to enhance the educational experience. 

Although the new learning setting brought about by 

COVID-19 may be unfamiliar, we hope that MMC 

will continue to grow and overcome the difficulties 

presented by current challenges. 

            [In the middle of anatomy class] 

The Status of MMC Education amid COVID-19The Status of MMC Education amid COVID-19



6❘ NewsLetter 

Preparing for the Reopening of MMC    Preparing for the Reopening of MMC    Preparing for the Reopening of MMC            

On September 22, a debate on the possibility of reopening institutions of higher learning was held in 

Jimma University. The Secretary of the Ministry of Science and Higher Education (MoSHE) stated that 

reopening is only possible when a university complies with the standards set out by the World Health 

Organization (WHO), and that measures to guide the reopening are being reviewed. In preparation, MMC 

has actively worked to establish a safe learning environment by cleaning and disinfecting facilities, placing 

hand sanitizers, and setting up classrooms and lecture halls in a way that promotes social distancing. We 

pray that the day when students will be able to study peacefully and stay safe from COVID-19.

Last July, Prof. Kwang Chul Kim was named the new Dean of MMC. And with his appointment, many 

internal administrative changes were made. Four new vice deans were also named, and the school 

administrators are reviewing and modifying the MMC curriculum in its entirety, from basic sciences to 

clinical rotations. We hope that these changes will lead to an improved and more polished MMC that will 

produce skilled Ethiopian physicians, and better spread the Gospel of the Lord in Ethiopia.

Changes in MMC Changes in MMC 
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Interview with the DeanInterview with the DeanInterview with the Dean

1) Introduction

I graduated from the College of Pharmacy in Seoul National University, and then obtained my Masters in 

Pharmacology from SNU College of Medicine. Afterwards, I received my PhD in Endocrine Pharmacology 

from Ohio State University. Then, I served as a Committee Member for NIH’s Respiratory Cell and 

Molecular Biology, and worked 33 years as an Assistant Professor at Boston University School of Medicine. 

After retiring, I moved to Ethiopia to serve as the Dean of MMC.

2) What Brings You to MMC?

When I was living in the US, I had received treatment for my back pain for three years. While receiving 

treatment, I thought a lot about my relationship with God, and I promised myself that if I got better, I 

would spend the rest of my life promoting God’s work. My first bout with MMC was in 2017, when I was 

hosting the International Congress on Respiratory Diseases in Guangzhou, China. By chance, I sat with 

Yoon Joo-Heon, the Dean of Yonsei University School of Medicine. While conversing, I told him that I 

wanted to leave school and do something meaningful because I felt like I received so many blessings 

from God without giving back in return. A bit later, when I received notice that MMC needed a professor 

who could teach basic sciences, I did not hesitate to come. After spending six months as a professor at 

MMC in 2018, last year I was briefly in the States teaching and administering medical relief to the Navajo 

(a Native-American people of the Southwestern US). Then in May this year, I got a call from MMC asking 

if I could serve as the Dean of the college. At first I was a bit surprised, but I responded to the call and 

returned here. I am 73 this year, but still thankful that such an opportunity came to me when I am still 

young. I truly feel that God finds a way for us if we will to serve Him and His Kingdom.

3) Strategy and Vision at MMC  

I hope MMC becomes a school that produces many specialists of high quality. In order to achieve this, I 

will enrich the educational experience and increase clinical practice. In modern day, it is equally important 

to perform medical research as it is to do clinical rotations. My goal is to immerse the students in 

research methodology and design from the start of medical school, so that they are well-equipped to 

carry out research on their own. It is my hope that the MMC students will produce clinically relevant 

knowledge and contribute to the advancement of medicine as leaders of their field. Lastly, I want to select 

two students yearly who show great promise but struggle economically, and provide them with free tuition 

and an opportunity to rotate abroad, so that they have the support needed to develop into future leaders. 
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Support for the Quadruplet Family & Support for the Quadruplet Family & Support for the Quadruplet Family & 

the South Sudan Presbyterian Church the South Sudan Presbyterian Church the South Sudan Presbyterian Church 

[The Quadruplet Receiving Treatment in an Incubator 

in July of 2019] 

This July, we met the quadruplet (one boy, three 

girls) born in MCM last year. As birthing a 

quadruplet is an especially challenging procedure, 

the parents came to MCM Hospital through a 

referral from their local hospital. The babies were 

born premature at 32 weeks and placed in an 

incubator. Although there were many obstacles, 

they responded well to treatment and were 

discharged after recovery. Thankfully, the four 

babies are all in full health and doing well.

 [The Quadruplet Families in July of 2020]

To support the parents with the steep treatment 

fees and child rearing expenses, the Good News 

Myungsung Church provided 25,000 Ethiopian Birr. 

In addition, the Bright Voice paid 2,500 Ethiopian 

Birr every month for a year up to last July. “When 

we first met our four babies, I was more afraid 

than thankful because the future seemed bleak,” 

said the new father of four. “Both my wife and I 

work, but there is little to no support from the 

government. However, the support and care 

extended by the church and the hospital have 

helped tremendously in triumphing over this crisis. 

I thank God and the church for all the help.” 

The Good News Myungsung Church also supported 

the families of South Sudan Presbyterian Church 

(part of YDBB), who are struggling economically 

due to COVID-19. These families are mostly 

comprised of refugees who struggle to find 

employment in the wake of the pandemic. 

Myungsung Church was able to provide a total 

sum of 25,500 Ethiopian Birr to 51 select 

low-income households with many dependents.

We sincerely pray to the Lord for the health and 

happiness of the quadruplet family, as well as 

salvation for the starving and suffering people in 

Ethiopia. 

    [The people of South Sudan Presbyterian Church]
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①Planting avocado, mango, and apple seedlings 
②Welcome ceremony for Dr. Wazana Lako, the MMC Vice Dean of Academic Affairs 

③Sheep Donation to Local Police in Light of Enkutatash(Ethiopian New Year) 
④MMC Assembly of Lecturers     ⑤ž⑥Renovating the EUNPA Library
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Prayer Requests
1. For all ministers to love and cooperate with each other in God.

2. To establish the kingdom of God through all the work of the compound and the church, and 

to be a channel of blessing that constantly flows the Lord's love to Ethiopia.

3. Following the service of Jesus, to train a leader with a mission, a professional, and become a 

MCM and medical college leading the African missionary work.

4. May the work done by MCW(Myungsung Christian Well-Drilling) help quench the desperation of 

the souls in Ethiopia, so that they may be blessed with the Lord’s spirit

5. To raise up many ministers who come with love for missions.

6. To become a country in Ethiopia where God's history and revival winds arise and bear much of 

the salvation of souls.

7. May all the churches and pastors who pray for this place and physical and spiritual health for 

of all the saints and fellow workers of the Gospel.

8. May God protect the land and people of Ethiopia from the virus, and stabilize the COVID-19 

pandemic, allowing for the suspended projects to resume and the medical students to safely 

resume their studies. 

Contact Information
■ Bank account: Woori Bank 1005-402-727946 (company) Bright voice

■ Tel: (Ethiopia) +251-11-6292963 (Korea)+82-2-6930-9555

■ E-mail: mcmetnl@gmail.com ■ Web: http://mcmet.org 

■ Facebook(MCM): http://www.facebook.com/dreamofmcm
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